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From the East 

January Dinner Menu: 
TBD 

$15.00/Person 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED BY  

January 1st 
For reservaƟons: 256dinner@gmail.com 

Lodi Lodge #256 F. & A.M. 

Stated MeeƟngs:  First Thursday at 7:30 PM 
321 W. Pine Street 

LODI CA 95240 
Mailing Address: PO BOX 387 LODI CA 95241-0387 

Find us on the web @ hƩps://lodge256.freemason.org/ 

Brethren as we enter a new year, new opportuniƟes begin as well.   

Although we have installed a new slate of officers, all of our members 
bring something special to the Lodge helping to keep us well-rounded 
and on the level.  

This upcoming year I want to try some new things; keep old things and 
revive things that we may have forgoƩen or not had Ɵme for.   

I hope with the support of the Lodge we can make these programs and 
ideas work.  

I would also appreciate any suggesƟons you may have, whether it be for 
fund raising, chariƟes, events or aŌer dinner programs for the spouses.  

In this issue of the Trestle Board is an abridged arƟcle from the Lodi News 
SenƟnel about our 125th Anniversary as Lodi Lodge #256. 

We are only 5 years away from our 150th Anniversary.  Let’s work togeth-
er to keep our legacy alive for us and future generaƟons. 

Fraternally, 

Chris  Ross 

Lodge Officers 
Master 

Chris Ross (209) 609-9761 

Senior Warden 

John Herrick (209) 663-9148 

Junior Warden 

TBD   

Treasurer 

George Lester (209) 483-1413 

Secretary 

Will McVicker (209) 333-8406 

Chaplain 

Tim Christensen (209) 210-8674  

Senior Deacon 

TBD   

Junior Deacon 

Mark Butler (209) 663-5785 

Senior Steward 

Tim Reynolds (209) 518-8399 

Junior Steward 

TBD   

Marshall 

Kevin Terrill (209) 993-2438 

Tyler 

Alex Terrill  (209) 649-0123 

Building InformaƟon 

Bill Beckman (209) 368-2798 

Marvin Bryant (209) 623-3207 
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On Sunday, December 10, 2024 Lodi Lodge #256 held it’ annual installaƟon of officers. 

The installing officers were ScoƩy Christen as Installing officer, Mario Balbiani as MC, and Rick Wright was Installing 
Chaplain. Lodi DeMolay escorted the Flag.   

Installed were: Chris Ross, PM —Worshipful Master, John Herrick, PM—Senior Warden, George Lester, PM - Treas-
urer, Will McVicker, PM— Secretary, Tim ChrisƟansen—Chaplain, Mark Butler—Junior Deacon, Kevin Terrill  -
Marshal. (Tim Reynolds to be installed as Sr. Steward , Alex Terrill with installed as Tiler, and possibly one other 
brother as Jr. Steward in January)   

Lodi Lodge #256 2024 InstallaƟon of Officers 

Newly installed officers with the installaƟon team. 

Past Master Rick Wright and the newly installed officers Newly installed Master and Family. 
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In the spring of 1879, 12 Lodi men brought one of the oldest and most respected men's organizations in American 

history to town when they organized a local lodge of the Masonic Order. 

Celebrating 125 years of active Masonry in Lodi, the Lodi Masonic Lodge invites the public to attend its open house 

from 1 to 4 p.m. today at 321 W. Pine St. Special exhibits of local Masonic history and collectibles will be on display in 

the lodge meeting area on the second floor. 

More farmers and merchants settled in the northern San Joaquin County, and in 1869 Lodi was founded when the 

railroad was built. As the population grew, the desire for social interactions and fellowship grew. In the early 1870s, 

there were two men's organizations in Lodi, the International Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. Mem-

bers had to ride horses or buggies to Woodbridge or Lockeford several miles away to attend meetings because there 

was no meeting place in Lodi. 

Lodi's first meeting hall was built in 1876. The brick Granger's building was at the southwest corner of Sacramento 

and Elm streets and had a general merchandise store on the ground floor. The upstairs had a meeting room known as 

the Lodi Hall. Here, the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias and by then the third organization in Lodi, the Good Templars 

held their meetings. 

With an established meeting hall and a growing population, it was time for Lodi to have its own Masonic lodge. On 

March 7, 1879, 12 men who were members of other lodges in neighboring towns met in Lodi Hall to form a local 

lodge. 

Cont. on page 4 

Ralph Lea and Christi Kennedy 
Special to the News-Sentinel 
May 14, 2004 

LODI LODGE #256 History. 
Abridged REPRINT from a 2004 Lodi Sentinel News Article: 
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Cont. from pg. 3 

The Lodi Lodge No. 256 Free & Accepted Masons held its first official meeting on Oct. 16, 1879 in Lodi Hall. Benjamin 

F. Langford, a member of the Woodbridge Masonic Lodge and the founder of Lodi's first bank, represented Califor-

nia's Grand Master John M. Browne at the meeting. 

Ralph Ellis, who ran the Lodi Flour Mill, was installed as the first Master of the Lodi Lodge. Less than two years after 

this meeting, Ellis started the Lodi Sentinel newspaper. Other prominent Lodi men took active roles at that meeting. 

Charles O. Ivory, Lodi's first merchant, was named senior deacon. David Kettelman, early landowner, cattle rancher 

and strong supporter of local schools, was junior deacon. Ezekiel Lawrence, a pioneer landowner since 1857 and 

strong supporter of schools, was named treasurer. Col. L. O. Gillespie, pioneer watermelon grower, was named lodge 

steward. 

The Lodi Masonic Lodge met once a month on the Thursday evening after the full moon. With this plan, there was 

always good moonlight in order to see the road when traveling to and from the meetings. 

In 1938, 59 years after the first Lodi Masons met, the Lodi Masonic Lodge completed its own building. Located at 321 

W. Pine St. next to the Woman's Club of Lodi, the Masonic Building has two floors. The first floor office was rented 

out to doctors and dentists who were also Masons. The second floor was devoted to the lodge meeting hall. This 

building today continues to be used in the same manner, but renters are not required to be Masons. 

Now marking its 125th year, the Lodi Masonic Lodge No. 256 continues to hold regular social functions. There are 

approximately 200 members of the lodge today. 

January Birthdays 

Lodge Hats for Sale 

We currently have Lodi Lodge hats for sale. 

We have 7 Trucker style  

And 

2 Flex-fit 

2-S Flex-fit (6 3/4 to 7 1/4) 

Both styles are $13.00 each.  

(exact change appreciated) 

They will be available for purchase at the  

Stated MeeƟngs  

 

 

Brother Date 
Stuart Inman   1/1 
Wilbur Leffler Jr.  1/1 
Robert St John   1/2 
Kyle Shadman   1/3 
Alfred Donald III PM 1/5 
Robert Friedberger   1/8 
Navdeep Shergill   1/11 
Alexander Terrill   1/11 
David Foster   1/15 
James Allen  PM 1/19 
William Davidson   1/27 
Rodger Robinson   1/27 
Chase Daniels   1/28 
John Herrick  PM 1/28 
Adam Dampier   1/29 
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NOTE 

Booster names and business cards  
Have been up-dated as of November 15th 

If you do not see your card or name  
Or if your name is incorrect  

Contact: Bob Garcia 
623-606-9657 

loditrestleboard@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Because I have a Brother… 

I always have a friend. 

  Bro. James Willis 
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Become a Trestle Board Sponsor! 

All Master Masons of Lodi Lodge are invited to 
advertise in the Trestle Board. 

 
Business Card — $50/Year 

Booster List -     $25/Year 

Contact: Will McVicker, Secretary 
(209) 333-8406 

 

TRESTLE BOARD BOOSTERS 

John Herrick  Will and Lia McVicker   Mark and Emie Butler  
Bill and Carolyn Meehleis  The Thornton Family  Larry and Linda Silva  
John and Zora Mann  James Willis  Roger and Quinta Robinson  
Lloyd and ShawnneƩe Roper  George Lester  Scott and Beverly Anderson 

Clyde Ehrhardt  Lamont Hilliard  Tom and Sharon Kellogg  

Park Johnson  Steve & Kaye Reiswig  Charles Riddle  
Chris and Shanelle Ross   Doug Rader   

hƩps://lodge256.freemason.org 
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Lodi Masonic Lodge #256 F.& A.M. 

PO BOX 387 

LODI CA 95241-0387 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

THE TRESTLE BOARD 

Published Monthly by: 

Lodi Lodge #256, 

 

Youth Groups 
Job’s Daughters 

First and Third Wednesdays 6:00 p.m. 
Meets at Lodi Lodge 

Cloud 7 Assembly 
Second and fourth Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Meets at Woodbridge Lodge 
DeMolay 

First and third Mondays 7:00 p.m. 
Meets at Woodbridge Lodge 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT TIME 

January 02, Tuesday 
Woodbridge Stated MeeƟng 

7:30 
Dinner 6:30  

January 04, Thursday 
Lodi Lodge Stated MeeƟng 

7:30 
Social 6:00, Dinner 6:30 *** RSVP w/Secretary by January 1st *** 

January 18, Thursday 
Inspector's - School of InstrucƟon 

7:00 
Valley Lodge #135 4971 N. Mill Rd Linden, CA 


